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ABSTRACT
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WORKING'70GETHER: TO LOOK.44/T THE PAST; TO EXAMINE

THE:PRESENT; TO tREATE A FUTURE

e Brooks

ALL OF US WANT TO K WWHERE. YE CAME !ROM,-WHERE WE ARE NOM

WHERE WE'RE GOING. I'M NOT LKING ABOUT PHILOSORH4 BUT ABOUT REALITY

I WANT YOU TO. Kt!OW WHAT I LIEVE TEACHING ENGLISH. IS AND THE WAY I'D

LIKE TO SEE.J.L.WOR lOGE HER.IN 1977. OP,

LET ME SAY SI'MPLY.. 14 1977, I'D LIKE.THE pATIONAL,COUNCI

OF-LEACHERS OF ENGLISH TO GAikER'TOGETHER Ati. OF ITS RESOURCcS, INVEST-

IGATE ALL OF ITS S RENGTHS AND USE ALL GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS YITHIN IT
'"0

FOR A PURPOSE. 1T PURPOSE IS TO SEI THAT ALL STUDENTS. LEARN TO USE

AND TO ENJOY T E ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND IT§ LIT4hATURE. F'D LIKE THE FOCUS

RERm,-Gynof, TO.,.15E4NReOUCE THIS COPY
ROHTED MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED EY

Charlotte Brooks
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DuCT1ON OUTSIDE THE ERIC SYSTEM RE-
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10 BE THE ART AND SKILLS OF READING AND'yRITING, ESPECIALLY.FOR.THOSE

STUDENTS f:f.1 HAlE BEEN UNSUCCESFUL. I-VILL NOT,- I CANNOT SEPRATE

. TALKING' AND LISTEWNG AND UNDERStANDING FROq READING AND WRITING. I

ASK YOU NOW TO LOOK AT WHA7-HAS HAPPENED IN-OUR PROFESSION, TO EXAMINE

CAREFULLY WPAT'IS HAPPENING NOW, AND TO VORK TOGETHER TOR THE CREATJON

ONA SUCCESSFUL FUTURE FOR THESE STUDENTS.

LISTF,N TO A RIDDLE FPOM THE NON VERBAL TRADITION OF THE

PAST. NON-VERBAL COMMUNICATION DOES COME BCFDRE VERCAL.COMMUNItATION.

THE PATH CROSSES THE STREAM

.AND THE STREAM CROSSES THE RATH,;

WHICH IS THE ELDER?

THE ASHANTI PEOPLE OF GHANA, AFRICA, BEAT THIS ANCIENT RIDDLE

I.



ON THEIR DRUMS. THE RIDDLE SUGGESfS THAT LT'S HARD TO TELL WHICH CAME

FIRST, THE PATH OR THE STREAM: THE RIDDLE IS ABOUT THE PAST, AND IN THE

PAST AtL PEOPLE HAVE SHARED STORIES AS WELL AS,RIDDLES. I'D LIKE TO TELL

ONE OF THOSE.OLD STORIES FROM THE ORAL TRADITION. TALKING AND UNDER-

STANDING AMONG CHILDREN - AMONG ALL PEOPLE - COME BEFORE READING AND

.WRITING.

AN OLD MAN FELT THAT HE WAS AYUUT TO DIE. HE HAD MANY

CHILDREN BUT LITTLE MONEY. THE CHILDREN OFTEN QUARRELE.D AMONG THEMSELVES,

AND THE OLD MAN WAS AFRAID THAT THEY MIGHT DESTROY EACH OTHER OR THAT

THEY MIGHT BE DESTROYED BY ENEMIES. HE CALLED THEM TOGETHER AND ASKED

EACH ONE TO BRING HIM THE TWIG FROM A TREE. THEY DID.SO. THE FATHER

BOUND THE TWIGS TOGETRER AND PASSED THE BUNDLE TO THE COLDREN,'ASKING

EACH IN TURN,TO ATTEMPT TO BREAK IT. EACH ONE TRIED, BUT NOT ONE COILD

DO IT. tHEN THE OLD MAN UNTIED THE BUNDLE AND PASSED' A SINGLE TWIG TO

. EACH CHILD AND ASKED EACH ONE TO BREAK IT. THIS WAS EASY. EVERYONE

WAS SUCCESSfUL. THE FATHER HAD SHOWED HIS CHILDREN THAT ALTHOUGH HE

-HAD NO MONEY TO LEAVE THEM, HE WANTED THEM TO WORK IN HARMONY AS A

FAMILY, FOR IF THEY DID SO THEY 'WOULD NOT BE DESTROYED. LIKE THE

BUNDLE OF TWIGS, THEY COULD NOT BE BROKEN.

THE SAME STORY IS.TOLD IN MANY PLACES AND THERE ARE MANY

VERSIONS. 'IN ONE; THE LEADER OF AN ARMY DEMONSTRATES WITH SPEARS.

. THAT VERSION MIGHT HAVE SERVED TH'IS YEAR, BECAUE OUR PROFESSION IS

BEINDrATTACKELIPIREFERTHENWILYMETAPHOR.FINEVER,BECABEWENEED
T.

NOT BE DEFENSIVE. THERE IS NO TANGIBLE FOE SOMEWHERE OUT THERE ?'eEKING

TO DESTROY ALL TEACHERS OF ENGLISH. 'THERE ARE CRITICS AND WRITERS AND

PARENtS AND OTHERS WHO ARE T.E.RRIBLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE TEACHING OF

READING AND WRITING AND WHO SPiAK OUT LOUDLY, OFTEN IN CONNSION AND

4100
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DESPAIR BECAUSE THEY THINK THEY KNOW WHAT SHOULD BE TAUGHT AND HOW IT

.SHOULD BE TAUGHT. THE REAL ENEMY IS IGNORANCE, AND WE CAN WORK TO-

.:GETHER TO COMBAT THAT 'IOORANCE WITH KNOWLEDGE. OUR EMPHASIS MUST BE

UPON CONSTRUCTIVE fESPONSES TO THE CRITICS AND TO THE ATTACKS. LIKE

THE BUNDLE'OF TWIGS WE MUST STAY TOGETHER IF WE ARE TO RESIST BEING

ATTACKED -- BEING BROKEN%

MY FIRST.CONCERN IS THAT WE WORCTOGETHEk AS A FAMILY OF

--TEACHERS OF ENGLISH. AND L MEAN BY WORKING TOGETHER THAT I ASK OUR

CONFERENCES, SECTIONS, COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES, AFFILIATES, ASSEMBLIES,

CAUCUSES, DIRECTORS AND INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS TO DEVELOP;STRATEGIES TO .

ASSIST PIOTENTIALLY SUCCESSFUL USERS OF ENGLISH. THAT'S WHAt THE.ATTACKS

ARE ALL ABOUT, ANYWAY. PEOPLE LOOK AT'TEST RESULTS; THEY SEE THAT

SCORES ART DROPPING IN ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY'SCHOOLS. THEY READ

ABOft STUDENTS ENTERING COLLEGES WITHOUT T1-17 ASTLITY TO READ AND WRITE-.

THEY HEAR ABOUT TOP HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES OTH INFLATED'GRADES WHO ARE

UNABLE TO,COPE WITH COLLEGE WORK. THEY-KNOW THAT SUCCESS IN-COLLEGE

DEPENDS UPON; READING AND WRITING'IN ALL SUBJECTS. SO THEY PANIC. THEY

BLAME LANGUAGE ARTS AND.ENGLISH TEACHERS AND THEY WANT U?"50 GO BACK TO

THE BASICS -- EVEN THOUGH THEY DON'T KNOW WHAT'THE BASICS ARE. WE MUST

DEFINE THE BASICS OF ENGLISH. FOR OURSELVES AND FOR OUR CRITICS,'AND ME

MUST DEfINE THEM THIS YEAR.FOR THE STUDENTS T ALL LEVELS T. WHO.,ARE

POTENTIALLY SUCCESSFUL USERS OF ENGLISH. THE S FUL STUDENTS ARE -

,

0. . THEY'LL DO WELL BECAUSE THEY COME FROM HO ES THAT GIVE THEM:OANCES
,

p READ AND TO WRITE, AND BECAUSE WE'VE ALWAYS BEEN PREPARED-TO fEACN

THESE STUDENTS AND.BESIIS, WE'NEVER READ ABOUT THEM NOW.. LET'S SEE

WHAT-WE CAN DO, THIS YEAR, FOR THE ONES WE DO READ ABOUVECAUSE ,

6

SUCH A SHORT TIME WE CAN'T BE ALL THINGS FOR ALL STUDENTS. THAT'S TOO MUCH,
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POTENTIALLY SUCCESSFUL USERS OF ENGLISH. POTENTIALLY

EXCELLENT ENGLISH PEOPLE? I THOUGHT SERIOUSLY ABOUT THAT, FOR THE

ACRONYM IS PEEP AND A GOOD ILLUSTRATION A POSSIBLE LOGO COULD

HAVE BEEN A CHICKEN EMERGING FRO4AN EGG. BUT I DECIDED AGAINST IT.

TOO PRECIOUS. I SELECTED "POTENTIALLY SUCCESSFUL USERS OF ENGLISH,"

CONSTRUCTING THE PHRASE CAREFULLY BECAUSE I WANTED TO BE DEFINITIVE

AND POSITIVE?. I DIDN'T WANT TO USE THE TERMS SLOW LEARNERS, DEPRIVED

AND DISADVANTAGED LEARNERS,-REMEDIAL STUDENTS, UNINVOLVED OR ALIENATED

LEARNERS; STUDENTS IN "BONEHEAD ENGLISH" COLLEGE CLASSES. THESE WORDS

HAVE BEEN USED SO OFTEN AND SO LOOSELY AND FOR SO MANY YEARS THAT THEY'VE,

LOST MEANING. I PROPOSE THAT AS A FAMILY OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISR,

WORKING TOGETHER, WE LOOK AT PAST TEACHING SUCCESSES, EXAMINE PRESENT

STRATEGIES, AND CREATE A FUTURE FOR THIS.SPECIAL GROUP BASED FIRMLY UPON

OUR DEFINITION OF WHAT ENGLISH IS, OUR KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT THE REAL ENGLISH

BASICS ARE, OUR UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT RESEARCH HAS DEMONSTRATED AND OUR

PRACTICES OF(EFFECTIVE TEACHING STRATEGIES. I SUGGEST THAT WE DIRECT

OUR ATTENTION TO READING AND WRITINGs.AT ALL LEVELS AND THAT WE ADDRESS,

DIRECTLY, THE NEEDS OF POTENTIALLY SUCCESSFUL USERS OF ENGLISH. WE MUST

INCLUDE TALKING, LISTENING AND UNDERSTANDING: WE MUST CONSIDER LITERATURE

THE ESSENTIAL CONTENT OF OUR DISCIPLINE. OUR CONCERN WILL BE WITH THREE

GROUPS.

WHO ARE THEY?

THEY ARE YOUNG CHILDREN WHO ARE MIT LEARNING TO USE ENGLISH

'TO LI.STEN,TO IT, UNDERSTAND IT, SPEAK IT, AND READ ITAND WRITE IT.

LET'S FIELP THOSE CHILDREN WHO NEED US TO STEP IN BEFORE THEY ARE DALLED
0

<'1AXLI.KDUMB, RETARDED. AMONG THESE ARE CHILDREN FROM MINORITY_GROUPS,.

'AP t

POOR RIDS OF ALL COLORS, CHILDREN FROM T4 SLUMS OF CITY OytOUNTRY;

/ MIDDLE CLASS CHILDREN LIVING DULL, LONELY LIVES IN THE MIOLE CLASS SUBURBS.
t

4p,
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I OFTEN TELL A STORY ABOUT A LITTLE1BOY AT A BUS STOP WITH HIS MOTHER.

I'M SORRY IF YOU'VE HEARD IT.BEFORE, BUT IT ILLUSTRATES -MY POINT. A

TAXI DRIVER CALLED OUT TO THE BpY, "HEY, BOY, WHY YOU AIN'T IN SCHOOL?"

THE MOTHER ANSWERED, "HE ON'Y FO." HOW DO YOU THINK THIS CHILD WAS

CLASSIFIED IN SCHOOL? DID THE NON'STANDARD ENGLISH HE SURELY LEARNED-IN

HIS HOME AND ON HIS STREET LABEL Hrm AS SLOW? HOW CAN WE HEO OUR CRITICS

UNDERSTAND WHAT WE ALRrADY KNOW ABOUT SUCH CHILDREN?

-SOME OF THEM ARE LEARNERS IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND JUNIOR

HIGHS -- THOSE YEARS OF LATE CHILDHOOD AND EARLY ADOLESCENCE WHEN MANY

HAVENOT LEARNED TO READ UR WRITE WELL AND FOR WHOM MASSIVE DOSES OF

PHONICS AND DITTO SHEETS - NASTY MEDICINE - HAVE RUN PRESCRIBED.

DAN FADER WROTE ABOUT A BOY WHO WANTED TO READ HAWTHORNE'S SCARLET LETTER M

BECAUSE HE THOUGHT IT WAS A BOOK ABOUT A BAD WOMAN. HE READ IT,

LABORIOUSLY, AND NOT ONLY ENJOYED IT BUT UNDERSTOOD IT WELL ENOUGH-TO

SAY THAT HESTER "REALLY-WASN'T NO BAD LADY." THESE LEARNERS ARE ALSO

USUALLY POOR AND SOMETIMES TROUBLESOME. THEIR.LANGUAGE, ORAL AND

WRITTEN, MAY NOT BE STANDARD ENGLISH, AND PROBABLY :THEIR ORAL READING

REFLECTS THIS DIFFERENCE. çWE ALREADY SUSPECT THAT EXPOSURE TO MANY

EXCELLENT, INVOLVING BOOKS WILL HELP SUCH LEARNERS. LET'S WORK TOGETHER

TO PROVIDE SUCCESSFUL STRATEIES FOR THESE STUDENTS. HOW CAN WE SHARE

AMONG OURSELVES AND WITH OTHERS WHAT WE HAVE ALREADY DEVELOPED?

Jr,
THERE ARE OLDER ADOLESCENTS AND ADULTS IN COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES,,

ADULT AND CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS. THEY ARE OFTEN PARENTS OF THE.

TWO GROUPS"JUST DESCRIBED. LIKE THE PARENT.AT THE BUS STOP, THEY MAY

HAVE DIFFERENT DIALECTS. AND THEy,MAY BE NON-TRADITIONAL STUDENTS:

WOMEN WHO HAVE BROUPT UP THE KIDS AND WANT TO RETURN Td SCHOOL, LAW-,

BREAKERS, LAW ENFORCERS, GOVERNMENT WORKERS, PET.E IN PROG,15---T -HAT GIVE
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CREDIT FOR PRIOR EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING. I WORK WI7H STUDENTS LIKE THIS

NOW, AND I KNOW THAT THEY CAN LEARN THE ARTS AND KILLS OF itEADING AND

WRITING. RECENTLY ONE SUCH CLASS'READ CHINUA HEBE'S THINGS FALL APART

AND NO LONGER AT EASE AFTER READING AND DISC SING YEATS' "THE SECOND

COMING" AND T.S. ELIOT'S "JOURNEY OF THE MA I." FINALLY AFTER WRITING

1

ABOUT THESE.WORKS, THEY.READ AND SHARED RE,ACTIONS TO GLORIA ODEN'S POEM,

"THe CHILD IS THE MOTHER." YOU MAY NOT OW THIS, POEM, SO IWREAD THE

PARTS THAT MADE THE ESSENTIAL CONNECTIO S AMONG ALL OF THE READINGS.

Om.
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THIS CHILD IS THS MOTE'R

GLORIA C. ODEN

BLACK IS; SLAVERY WAS: I AM.

SOMETIMES

'WHEN MY MIND IDLES

MEMORY TAPS THE SUBTLE

G EARS

OF R ECOLLECTION A ND

I AM LOCKED INTO

MY K INDERGARTENsyEARS AND

SEATED IN THAT

M ETHODIST-SIMPLE,

S1 AIMED GLASS B OSOM OF

THE L ORD ON A

SHINING SUNDAY MORNING.

'

I AM NO LONGER' AT EASE.

IT W ILL APPEN SOON,

I KNOW: THAT BRITH

MORE T ERRIBLE THAN ALL MY

SMALL FEARS RECOGNIZE;

THAT BLOOD-BATHED IRRUPTION

WHITH IS BUT THE BEAST

-IN REFORM OF ITS LABYRINTH.

°NOW IT HAPPENS:

' SHE MOVES,

THAT TALL WOMAN

' IMMEDIATELY IN FROV OF ME

WHO H ATJED AND WREATHED IN,

A TONNAGE OF BLACK VEILING

HAS BEEN SITTING LIKE

SOME M EGALITH 0 F

SLOWED TIME

t MUTE AND MOTIONLESS', ..

UiNX(SpONSIVE- TO THE JOY IN FLUX

bout HER. BLIT,

r-

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND

NOW SHE MOVES.

HER CENTER CAN NO

LONGER HOLD AGAINST

THE STORE OF GRACE -

. WEDDED TO HER DAYS.

4
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STUDENTS WERE AWARE OF THE ALLUSIONS TO THE PREVIOU6LY READ 'YEATS AND.

'ELIOT POEMS, AND SOME DISCUSSED THE RELIGIOUS THEME, FOUND IN THEIR"

' READINGS OF ACHEBE'S ARROW OF GOD AND BALDWIN'S GO TELL IT ON YHE.,

MOUNTAIN AND ALEX -HALEY'S ROOTS. ,

I REMEMBER MEETING ALEX HALEY 10968 WHEN HE WAS DEEPLY

*INVOLVED IN HIS RESEARCH FOR ROOTS. WE WERE ON A PLANE, WITH DIFFERENT

DESTINATIONS, BUT I - WHO HAD'TALKED WITh HIM L,ESS,\THAN HALS AN HOUR-
7

WAS-DETERMINED TO HAVE 11IM SHARE HIS EXPERIENCES TH STUDENTS AND/r\______

TEACHERS IN THE PUBLIC °SCHOOLS 'OF MY CITY. HE WENT 0-i4ASHINGTON AND

SPOKE TO ADULT MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY LN THE EVENING,AFTER KEEPING

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS SANT AND ABSORBED FOR MORE THAN TWO HOURS IN THE

DAY. THEN IN 1969, HE WAS THE KEYNOTE SPEAKER ArTHE SECONDARY SECTION

LUNCHEON, AT THE NCTE CONVENTION, AGAIN IN WASHINGTON; D.C. ONE OF THE
-

MOST MOVING MOMENTS O'HIS TELLING AND IN HIS BOOK IS tHE TIME WHEN THE

WOMEN OF THE SMAL1. GAMBIAN VILLAGE,/REALIZING THAT THIS AFRO-AMEkICAN

IS THEIR LONG LOST RELATIVE, MOVED AROUND 'HIM AND THRUST THEIR-BABIES

INTO HIS ARMS. THE PAST KUNTA KINTE, BECOMES THE PRESENT ALEX HALEY, AND

THE FUTURE, THE GAMBIAN BABIES,

HOW CAN WE, TEACHERS OF ENGLISH ATALL EVELS GO TO THE .

PAST AND THE PRESENT TOCREATE A FUTURE IN WH H THE,LEARNERS I HAVE

IDENTIFIED WILL'.BE SUCCESSFUL/ ro LIKE TO S GGEST-SOME OF-iHE THINGS

WE CAN TRY.

LET'S BE9IN WITH YOU, WORKING TOGE1HER AS ALL OF-US 'CAN WORK

TOGETHER IN THE FUTURE.iELEMENTARY, MIDDLOSCHOOL,' JUNIOR HIGH, SECONDARY,

COLLEGE\,4EACHER TRAINERS, LANGUAOE, LITERATURE, COZOSITION, CURRICULUM,

READING: ALL LEVELS AND ALL ASPECTS OF ENGLISH. I'M GOINGIO SHARE SOME

OF MY OWV _EXPERIENCES:' I'D LIKE YOUR IDEAS, FROM YOUR EXPERIENCES AND'.

FROM THE EXPERIENCES OF OTHERS. YOUR PARTICIPATION NOW WILL BE AN

9
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EXTENSION OF.THE INVOLVEMENT BEGUN WHEN MANY OF YOU HELPED ME TO PLAN

THtS NEAR'S CONVENTION PROGRAM'. YOUR CONTINUED INVOLVEMENT WILL .BE THE .

BEST BEGINNING FOR THE KIND OF FUTURE THE COUNCIL CAN HAVE - AND WE ARE

CONCERNED ABOUT "BEGINNINGS" THIS YEAR. PLEASE JOT DOWN YOUR SUGGESTIONS

AND TAKE THEM TODAY OR TOMORROW TO THE LOBBY DESK AND ASK THE CLERK TO

PUT THEM jN MY MAILBOX. NkMES ARE NOT NEEDED - JUST HELPFUL IDEAS.

. FIRST WE MUST-PUBLISH AND SHARE RESEARCH ABOUT TEACHING

STRA-1GIES'FOR STUDENTS WHO HAVE BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL. HOW CAN WE DO THI5

SO WELLTHAT A REAL AND PERMANE*-IMPACT CAN BE MADE UPON.THE TEACHING

OF READING AND WRITINGAT ALL' LEVELS?

NEXT', ALL SfGMENTS OF THE COUNCIL CAW DEVELOP'STRATEGIES,
s-\

WITH4WHEIR OWN AREAS OF COMPETENCE., FORIMPROVIN(3 THE INTEREST AND

COMPETENCE OF THE IDENTLFIED LEARNrRS.- OUR CONFERENCES, SECTIONS,

COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES, ASSEMBCIES, AFFILIATES AND CAUCUSES'CAN/ALL

. CONTRIBUTE. THIS MIGHT MEAN PROGRAM STRANDS AT THEfR MEETIN

PREPARATION OF SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR NEXT YEAR'S CONVENTION. IT MINT

MEAN THE WRITING OF ARTICLES FOR OUR JOURNALS AND OTHER PUBLICATIOO.

PERHAPS IT MEANS ALL-LEVEL CONFERENCES OR DIFFERENT KINDS OF CONVENTIONS.

HOW CAN pE DO THIS BEST?

THEN, THERE''S.EVALUATION.4 THE EXCELLENT WORK ALREADY DONE

BY KNOWLEDGEABLE COUNCIL MTBERS IN THIS TERRIBLY IMPORTANT AREA HAS

BEEN HELPFUL, BUT HOW WIDELJS IT USED AND KNOWN? WHAT CAN ig DONE-TO'

SEE THAT,WHAT HAS BEEN4RITTEN4S USED? 'WHAT .FURTHER WORK MUST BE DONE?
4

FINALLY, INDtVIOALCOUNCIL MEMBERS HAVEPED. TEACHING

STRATEGIES AND MATERIALS FOR'ALL LEVELS. OTHERS MAY BE WILLING'TO DO SO

THIS YEAR. WHAT CAN WE'DO TO ENCOURAGE INVOLVEMEWrAND TO INSURE

)'EXCH GE AND USE' OF THIS bDRK? IDEA EXCHANGES; NEW PUBLICATIONS, AN

tfr.

1 0
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:AD;HOC COMMITTEE,A SPECYAL CONFERENCE, INVOLVEMENT'OF OTHER ORGANI-::

ZATIONS? HOW CAN WE LISTEN TQ INO1VIDUAL COUNCIL MEMBERS.- AND1NTERESTEP--

NON-MEMBERS?

THANK YOU fOR ANY HELP YOU CAN GIVE. -
) 1--

I SIVE ABOUT INVESTIGATING ONE'S HERITAGE. STUDENTS AT

GALL LEVELS MIGHT ENJOY EiPLORING THEIRSOWN ANCESTRY. THEY CAN'ASK

QUESTIONS OF OLDER RELATIVES, THUS LEARNING'10 INTERVIEW. ;THEY CAN

LISTEN AND TAKE NOTES. THEY CAN LEARN TO USE LIBRARIES AND ARCHIVES.

.THEY CAN WRITE AUTOBIOGRAPHIES AND.BIOGRAPHIES. BRITISH YOUNGSTERS DO.

A LOT OF THIS KIND.OF. WRITING. I.REMEMBER, WHEN II 1.2.hylT IN ENGLAND1,.

STUD S OF BRITISH, SCOTIIISH, IRISH AND WELSH nERITAGE WHO/SHARED THEIR

'LIVES, EXP ENCES AND EVEg SOME LANGUAGE DIFFERENCES IN-THEIR DISCUSSIONS

AND WRITINGS. PERHAPS THERE'S A MODEL - OR PART OF ONE - IN THIS EXPERIENCE.

I HAVE, IN MY MIND, ANOTHER PARTIAL MODEL. A MODEL BOLT UPON

ALL.I'VE SAID TO YOU TONIOIT.. IT'S A FAMILY MODEL D ITJNCLUDES

TEAtfiERS AND STUDENTS, PARENTS, AUNTS AND baqus AND KIDS: EVER GRANDPARENTS
. ,

AND *MENDS FROM THE COMMUNITY.. IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT THE MOST SUCCEtSFUL

READERS:AND WRITERS COME FROM HOMES WHERE READ NG AND 'ARMING ARE DONE.

AS A MATTER OF COURSE,--LIKE EATING USHING THE 4E5TH. 4SOMEHOW- I
4

0
THINK WE'CAN DEVELOP A MODEL FOR POTENTIALLY SUCCISFUL AERS.OF NGLISH.

PERHAPS oat PLACE FO SUCH A MODEL IS.IN CONTINUING OR ADULT EbUCATION,

WHERE WE CAN WORK W TH PARENTS, COMMUNITY MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT NECESSARILY

PARENTS, AND CHILD EN. OR MAYBE AT THE OTHER LEVELS PARENTS AND COMMUNITY

MEMBERS CAN BE INVOLVED'MORE FULLY IN READING AND

PEOPLE.. AGAIN, THE READING AND tRITII1G CANNOT BE

WRITING WITH YOUNG

SEPARATE FROM TALKING

AND LISTENIA"G AND UNDERSTANDING OTHERS(.

,- IF WE-WORK TOGETHER, WE CA.N DO IT. WE CAN DEVISE 5flE MODELS.

1 WE (AN DEVELOP LEARNING STRATEGIES INCORPORATING lip DEFJNITION OF THE

11

a. (
4.
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BASIC SKILLS- INCLUDING'LANGUAGErAND LITERATURE FO) ALL:LEARNERS.

''"AND WE.CAN CREATE A FUTURE-0 WHICH. POTENTIALLY SUCCESSFUL USERS OF

LAIIGUAGE.: AT.ALL LEVELS,,BECOME ACTUALLY SUCCES3FUL LEARNERS WHO:TALK.AND

LISTgl..;j5W1fD WRITE SKILLFULLY AND EASILY, CONSTANTLY AND. CONFIDENTLY'
. s,!,

ANQ JOYFULLY. THEY WILL UNDERSTAND WHAT THEY).ARE%DOING AND' WHY Tgy pa I.

I STARTE,VtI TALK WITH THE:FIRST PART (WA GHANAIAN RIDDLE,

BUT I DIDN'T FiNI H IT. DIDN'T GIVE.YOU THE ANSWER. UNLIKE-THE/SPHINX

:AN, VERY MUCH UNLIKE tE1LENT SPHINX I'LL FINISH-1T NOW.

THE eATH,CROSSES THE STREAM

AND-THE STREAM CROSSES THE PATHC

-WHICH IS THE ELDER?

WE FOUND THE STREAM WHEN WE MADE THE pATH;

THE STREAM IS FROMIONG AGO

WHEATHE CREATOR MADE THINGS.

THE ANSWER TO THE RIDDLE IS A SYNTHESTS AND A SUMMARY OF

MAT I'VE SAID. WE CAN' FIND THE STREAM OF THE PAST AS WE WALK THE

PATH OFTHt PRESENT. AND WE CAN, TOGETHER ALL OF 1ACREATE A FUTURE

. FOR POTENTIALLY SUCCESSFUL STUDENTS AT ALL LEVELS LEARNERS OF'OURi
m /I

--"\LANGUAGE AND' LITERATURE.

3


